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He has now to sell everything he grows in exchange, practically, for depreciated silver, while all his old debts and interest have still to be discharged in the gold which he originally borrowed. He too, therefore, has thrown in his lot with the mine-owner and his dependents, and this is really the explanation of the immense following of the silver party in the United States. "While checked for the time being, and appalled by the disasters which have overtaken their country, there is no guarantee that the agitation may not at any moment break out afresh, and the victory of the gold party prove, after all, but a temporary one.
On very similar grounds bimetallism is becoming extremely popular among the farmers in our own country. They, too, have suffered cruelly from the greatly reduced prices of agricultural produce, but beyond that the analogy with their American competitors hardly goes, as very few British farmers now cultivate their own freeholds, and rents which they have to pay in lieu of interest have been very generally reduced. The agitation, therefore, is hardly pursued with the same vigour; and the conservative instincts with which they are imbued tend to make them somewhat suspicions of such new-fangled doctrines, and to cast their hopes rather upon old-fashioned and better understood palliatives. For all that, some of the most